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ADVOCATE for 
Community-Engaged  
Art for Social Change (ASC)! 
 
INTRODUCTION
 

After 6 years of researching community-engaged art for social change (ASC) in Canada, 

the ASC! project released our policy recommendations report in April, 2018.

Our research strongly identifies that, outside of those communities directly impacted by 

and involved in ASC work, there is a general lack of recognition and understanding of 

the sector in Canada, especially at the federal level. This is despite our global reputation 

as pioneers in the field. Municipal, provincial, and foundation funders are recognizing 

its impact and increasing their support for the sector. Unfortunately, innovative and 

creative change work through the arts is overlooked and underutilized in the creation 

and implementation of federal policies and programs. 

  The time to advocate for community-engaged art for social change is NOW!  

Working with Global Public Affairs, the International Centre of Art for Social Change 

(ICASC) and the ASC! research project are pleased to share this very useful, 

comprehensive, and informative MP Toolkit for your advocacy work. It is designed as 

the companion “action” piece to our ASC Policy Recommendations report. Please feel 

free to adapt it to advocate at all levels of government.

mailto: info@icasc.ca
https://icasc.ca/
https://icasc.ca/what-asc-project
https://icasc.ca/resources/icasc-art-social-change-policy-recommendations
https://icasc.ca/resources/icasc-art-social-change-policy-recommendations
http://www.globalpublicaffairs.ca/
https://icasc.ca/
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Build Awareness
Contact Your Member of Parliament (MP)

Meeting your MP can provide an invaluable opportunity to shed light 

on important issues in your local community and at national and 

international levels. Given the vast diversity of sectors and individuals 

in which community-engaged art for social change works, meeting 

with your MP can connect them to a wide range of issues that impact 

Canadian society. Hearing directly from their constituents gives MPs a 

sense of real, on-the-ground stories and examples that can help inform 

policy change. Supportive MPs can often help build sector awareness, 

point constituents to resources and supports at the federal level, bring 

your concerns to the appropriate point-of-contact in government, and 

provide helpful guidance for future engagement with the Government 

of Canada. 

Since MPs are elected by voters in your riding, they serve to represent 

the issues of your region in the House of Commons. Further, MPs sit on 

committees and may hold various other roles in Parliament to focus 

on specific issue areas (for example, Immigration and Citizenship, or 

Employment and Social Development). You may find that, because of 

their role(s) and duty to the riding, MPs are quite approachable and open 

to listening to constituents’ viewpoints. 

ICASC is encouraging the sector to meet with their local MPs to raise 

awareness of the sector and open future opportunities for network-

building, partnerships, and federal policy supports. 

Following are some steps and tips to meet with your MP. 

Should you have any questions or need additional advice, please contact 

us at info@icasc.ca or ICASC’s government-relations team at Global 

Public Affairs, Tara Mazurk at tmazurk@globalpublic.com, 613-783-6741. 
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S t e p  1
F i n d  yo u r  M P

To schedule a meeting with your local MP, you will 

need to identify your local MP by the riding in which 

you, or your organization, resides. This can be done 

by simply typing your Postal Code into the “Find MP” 

field on the “Current Members of Parliament” page of   

the “Our Commons” website.

Once you have found out the name of your MP, you can click on their name and browse 

through their profile on Our Commons webpages. This will provide the official name of 

your riding, their constituency office address, and other roles that they hold in Parliament. 

The Our Commons site will often provide a link to their official MP website. If you are 

unable to find their official website through Our Commons, a quick internet search for their 

[NAME] MP will usually yield the correct result. Browse through their website to read their 

biography, find out what issues they are engaged with, and stay informed on upcoming 

events. 

S t e p  2
S e n d  a  M e e t i n g  R e q u e s t

MP email addresses are also available at the Our 

Commons website. In addition to the official email 

address, you can include FIRSTNAME.LASTNAME.C1@

parl.gc.ca. By adding the ‘C1’ to the email address, you 

reach the constituency office directly.

Before sending the meeting request and offering dates, check the House of Commons 

sitting calendar. Dates highlighted in green mean that the MP is most likely in Ottawa. 

Dates that are not highlighted are often spent in your riding.  

mailto: info@icasc.ca
https://icasc.ca/
https://www.ourcommons.ca/Parliamentarians/en/members
https://www.ourcommons.ca/Parliamentarians/en/members
https://www.ourcommons.ca/Parliamentarians/en/members
https://www.ourcommons.ca/Parliamentarians/en/members
https://www.ourcommons.ca/Parliamentarians/en/members
https://www.ourcommons.ca/en/sitting-calendar
https://www.ourcommons.ca/en/sitting-calendar
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SAMPLE Meeting Request 

Dear Mr./Ms. [NAME of Member of Parliament],

It is my pleasure to introduce myself as the [position] of [organization]. [We/I] are constituents in 

your riding and would very much appreciate a half-hour meeting with you, looking at the week of 

[date]. 

[Write paragraph introducing the specific organization/project requesting meeting, including any 

specific issue-areas that you are focused on]

Art for social change (ASC) has been formally active for 40 years. There are over 400 ASC 

organizations known in Canada and our nation is recognized as an international leader in the field. 

ASC uses the process of inclusive artmaking to engage Canadian citizens in dialogue on issues 

that matter most to them. Participants are guided by artists and facilitators to address some of our 

communities’ most pressing challenges – participation in democracy, criminal justice, senior health, 

and more. ASC-focused organizations and individuals regularly partner with other organizations, 

across sectors, on projects which lead to positive social change. In some cases, hundreds or 

thousands of individuals could be working or volunteering on any given ASC project. 

Launched in 2007, the International Centre of Art for Social Change (ICASC) supports our ASC 

communities in Canada and around the world – supporting artists, facilitators, and community 

organizations through professional development, national and international networking, research 

and archival work and the promotion of ASC practices. ICASC is currently working with government 

stakeholders to build awareness of federal programs and find new opportunities to collaborate on 

achieving social policy outcomes. 

We hope to meet with you to share and discuss the ASC initiatives we undertake in your 

constituency, and the impact that ASC can and does have for community members and Canadian 

society. We look forward to hearing back from you and thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

[Name]

[Position, organization]

[Contact information] 

https://icasc.ca/
mailto: info@icasc.ca
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S t e p  3
P r e p a r e  M e e t i n g  S c r i p t 

You will usually have 30 minutes to meet with 

your MP, sometimes an hour depending on your 

request and their schedule. 

When meeting with your MP it is important to 

provide a high-level overview of what you (as an organization or individual) do and 

why it is matters. It is especially important to demonstrate exactly how community-

engaged art for social change contributes to and benefits the communities in their 

riding (also known as a constituency). 

It may be worthwhile to provide MPs with an overview of Art for Social Change (ASC) and 

its three forms: 

1)   artist-driven practices, wherein social change commentary/content is in the work of a 

single artist or group of artists;

2)   practices in which the artist acts as a facilitator or catalyst for artmaking with groups 

using specialized forms of art creation;

3)   dialogic practices in which the artist acts as a facilitator in group problem-solving 

contexts (such as strategic planning) using arts-based processes but not necessarily with 

the goal of group art presentation. 

Including images, stories, examples, and statistics will help clarify what the sector does 

and the impacts it has.  

Given the significant impacts that ASC can have on communities, it is important that 

MPs are made aware. They work to serve constituents at the federal level and 

should be happy to be informed of and support a program that benefits their 

community.

mailto: info@icasc.ca
https://icasc.ca/
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GUIDE for Your Meeting Script

1.  Introduce yourself and your organization

 •   Provide the name of your organization and which town/city                 

     community you are based in.  

 •   Thank the MP for taking the meeting. If possible, mention any specific government   

     initiatives or announcements that have  benefited your sector.

2.  Provide details about your organization

 •   For this part of the meeting, you may have a one to two-page document prepared to have  

     a visual and contextual impact. 

 •   Outline the mission, mandate, and/or vision of your organization. 

 •   Detail how your organization provides benefits to the community and what will you do to   

      continue this. 

 •   Share any partnerships you have with other community organizations. 

 •   If applicable, tell the MP about government funding you have received and how this has   

      helped your organization. 

 •   Tell a specific success story/particular project that your organization has led and how it   

      benefitted the MP’s community and constituents.

3.  Your recommendations

 •   You should outline your recommendations in detail and how exactly the community   

      benefits.   

 •   The ICASC Policy Recommendations brief can be used to guide this conversation.

4.  Further dialogue

 •   Ask the MP about their experience with ASC or the arts generally, especially as it relates   

     to their constituency. 

 •   Share any additional information you may want to emphasize and answer any questions   

     the MP may have. 

 •   Identify any areas for follow up.  

 •   Thank the MP again for the meeting.

https://icasc.ca/
mailto: info@icasc.ca
https://icasc.ca/resources/icasc-art-social-change-policy-recommendations
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 S t e p  4 
P r e p a r e  Ta ke aw ay  M a t e r i a l s 

In preparation for the meeting, we encourage you to 

prepare a one to two-page document outlining your 

organization and any recommendations or asks you 

may have. Leaving a “takeaway” package behind with 

the MP allows the MP and/or their staff to review the 

meeting and what was discussed. Much like the initial meeting invitation, this takeaway 

package should include an introduction to your organization, its importance and the 

benefits it provides to the community, including examples of specific ASC projects 

and their impacts. You may also choose to prepare a document that outlines other 

organizations and partnerships, perhaps including ICASC. This will educate MPs about 

the broader context and reach of ASC work within their riding, as well as Canada-wide. 

Concrete examples are an excellent way to showcase the merits of the sector. 

Your takeaway material, preferably packaged in a folder, may include: 

 •   One to two-page document outlining your organization and contact information 

 •   Any promotional material which showcases stories, examples and statistics of  

      projects 

 •   Any copies of press releases or media attention about ASC projects in the riding 

 •   Invitations to upcoming ASC events in the riding, if applicable 

 •   The ICASC Policy Recommendations brief

 •   ICASC/ASC! Interim Report on the sector, State of the Art 

mailto: info@icasc.ca
https://icasc.ca/
https://icasc.ca/resources/icasc-art-social-change-policy-recommendations
https://icasc.ca/resources/state-art-report-social-change-canada-april-2016
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 S t e p  5 
Fo l l o w  u p  

Social media on the day-of: when meeting your MP, it 

is always appropriate to ask for a photo.

The use of Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram can raise 

awareness of an issue and bring it to the attention of 

Parliamentarians and the public. Following a meeting 

with an MP, post your photo on social media thanking them for the meeting. As public 

figures, MPs may enjoy seeing a photo with you on social media and this will help raise 

awareness of ASC through social networks.

Internal notes the day-of or the day-after: Capture the conversation through notes 

outlining what was discussed, what the MP was responsive to, and areas of follow up. You 

can keep this as documentation for your organization, and please share your notes with 

ICASC by emailing them to info@icasc.ca and tmazurk@globalpublic.com. 

Thank your MP the day-after: Send a thank you email to your MP, outlining points of the 

conversation you enjoyed, sharing any information they requested and identifying any 

areas of follow up. 

Three extra tips for engaging and meeting MPs

 •   Invite them to visit one of your programs or events in the riding. 

 •   Keep it non-partisan by: 

  -   Not stating your political party affiliation. 

  -   Avoid attending party-specific meet ups or election fundraising events. 

 •   Breathe. Remember your key points, but allow room for organic conversation.  

      Provide enough opportunities for the MP to ask questions and provide their own  

      comments. 

https://icasc.ca/
mailto: info@icasc.ca
mailto:info%40icasc.ca?subject=Advocate%20ASC%21
mailto:mailto:tmazurk%40globalpublic.com?subject=Advocate%20ASC%21
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C H E C K  L I S T

□   I have found who my MP is and learned more about them.

□   I have prepared and sent a meeting request with proposed meeting date(s).

□   I have followed-up on my meeting request (if you haven’t heard back within two weeks).

□   I have confirmed a meeting with my MP and looked up the address for the    

         constituency office.

□   I have prepared my meeting script and key points.

□   I have reviewed ICASC’s policy recommendations and other takeaway material.

□  I have prepared takeaway material as specific to my organization and community.

□  I have printed and packaged takeaway material.

□  I have met with my MP.

□  I quickly thanked the MP on social media. 

□  I have sent a thank you letter to my MP by email. 

□  I have taken internal meeting notes. 

□  I have shared my internal meeting notes with ICASC via email at info@icasc.ca.

□  I have followed up on any other actions as outlined in the meeting with my MP. 

mailto: info@icasc.ca
https://icasc.ca/
mailto:info%40icasc.ca?subject=Advocate%20ASC%21%20I%20contacted%20my%20MP%20and%20here%20are%20the%20notes.
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This toolkit was produced in partnership with Global Public Affairs. ICASC and the ASC! Research Project gratefully 
acknowledge the support of the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC).

C o n t a c t
email:  info@icasc.ca  

web: icasc.ca   

facebook:  InternationalCentreOfArtForSocialChange  

twitter:  @ARTsocialCHANGE

mailto:info%40icasc.ca?subject=Advocate%20ASC%21
http://www.icasc.ca
http://www.facebook.com/InternationalCentreOfArtForSocialChange
http://www.twitter.com/ARTsocialCHANGE

